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MANAGEMENT BULLETIN








TO:		Area Agency on Aging Directors


		Home and Community Services Division Regional Administrators





SUBJECT:	DRAFT OF THE REVISED COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT FORM





The DRAFT of the revised Comprehensive Assessment form is attached to this bulletin.  Please review this document and comment on the elements as to their relevancy when assessing an individual’s needs and informal support available.  AASA would like these comments back by 12/03/99.





As you review this draft, don’t let the number of pages alarm you.  Most of the new elements are check boxes and we believe this will save staff time.  In the present CA, staff are now expected to assess many of these elements with out any guidance.  Within the draft revised CA the detail is provided through the data elements in the form of check boxes.  Staff will explain in the narrative how a specific issue is relevant for a client.  





There are many driving forces proposing redesign of the present Comprehensive Assessment, one of them being the Ladd report.  The attached DRAFT is AASA’s attempt to respond to these issues.  Much discussion has occurred, with input from staff from Home and Community Services, Area Agencies on Aging, Developmental Disabilities and the Division of Mental Health around the limitations which exist within the present assessment tool when exploring and developing the following issues, projects or products:


Establishing criteria for authorizing hours of supervision due to impaired judgement and unscheduled tasks;


The development of a resident focused payment system, assessment and classification sub committee;


Interim solutions to address exceptions to policy for rates in boarding homes and Adult Family Homes;


The Medicare Medicaid integration project;


Items identified from the JLARC study;


The Health Care Financing Administration (HCFA) COPES audit;


The boarding home Dementia Pilot.


The DRAFT of the new Comprehensive Assessment is AASA’s attempt to address the limitations identified in the present assessment tool.


The process for development of a new Comprehensive Assessment is not complete.  AASA’s plan is to reallocate the number of hours and rate of reimbursement staff will be able to authorize to meet an individual’s unmet needs in the following areas:


Activities of Daily Living and Instrumental Activities of Daily Living, (based on the definitions within the new CA),


Need for supervision based on cognitive impairment as determined by the results of the Cognitive Performance Scale (the items which compose the scale are identified on the DRAFT revised CA);


Management and supervision for significant behavioral issues based on frequency of occurrence and alterability.


Treatment needs and other skilled areas of need in relationship to self-directed care, provider skill set or license. 





The process to reallocate hours and rate of reimbursement can not begin until we have finalized the elements to be contained within the new CA.  Finalization of the elements will occur after review of the comments AASA receives from Home and Community Services, the Area Agencies on Aging and Developmental Disabilities.





AASA wants to finalize the elements of the new Comprehensive Assessment as soon as possible so that Dave Adams can begin programming the new automated tool.  This process will be very time consuming and we want to provide Dave with as much lead time as possible.  It is AASA’s goal to have the programming complete by July 2000.  





AASA wants to pilot the new Comprehensive Assessment, once we have reallocated hours related to the new elements within the tool.  The plan for how this will be accomplished is still being discussed.





AASA will provide all interested parties with a detailed time line.  The time line will cover all the necessary steps for implementation.  As always, AASA will involve representatives from the Area Agencies on Aging, Home Community Services and Developmental Disabilities in the development of this project time line.  We value your input and we thank you for your time.





Inquiries to:	Lorrie Mahar


		AASA, Home and Community Programs


		PO Box 45600


		Olympia, WA 98504-5600


		Tel. (360) 493-2537


		Fax: (360) 438-8633





						_________________________________


						Kathy Leitch, Director


						Home and Community Services Division
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