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MANAGEMENT BULLETIN
TO:

Area Agency on Aging Directors



Home and Community Services Division Regional Administrators


Financial Service Program Managers

SUBJECT:
NEW WAC FOR COPES 
Effective July 20, 2000, there will be two changes to the WAC for COPES.

· COPES eligibility is now found in 388-71-0435.  WAC 388-15-610 will be repealed.

· The language,  “Currently reside in a nursing facility, as defined under WAC 388-97-005 (20), and be unable to return to and remain in the community without assistance with one or more of the services provided by the COPES program as defined under WAC 388-15-620” has been removed.  

Effective July 20, 2000, all new applications for services will use the new criteria for COPES eligibility found in WAC 388-71-0435.  

For all ongoing COPES cases: 

· New COPES criteria would apply at the time of the required review.  

· If continuing eligibility for COPES is based solely on the old criteria, the client would no longer be eligible for the COPES program.

· Assist the client and other significant parties in identifying additional resources and options for the client in their community.  

· Notify financial workers in a timely manner of the client’s ineligibility for COPES so that a redetermination of financial eligibility can be made for other Medicaid services.

Inquiries to:
Marrianne Backous, Acting COPES Program Manager

PO Box 45600



Olympia WA  98504-5600



360-725-2535



Backomr@dshs.wa.gov
___________________________________
Penny Black, Acting Director

Home and Community Services Division

Attachment

