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MB-AASA-AAA-HCS-DDD-RCS-00-17
MANAGEMENT BULLETIN

TO:

Area Agency on Aging Directors



Home and Community Services Division Regional Administrators

SUBJECT:
REVISION OF MB –AASA-AAA-HCS-DDD-RCS-99-68 (RESCINDING POLICIES RE: EXCEPTIONS TO POLICY FOR ALLOCATING/DEEMING INCOME FROM THE COPES’ CLIENTS MAINTENANCE NEEDS ALLOWANCE)

The third paragraph of MB 99-68 has been revised to clarify its intent.  Exception to policy 

request for spousal deeming should be processed in the same manner as any other ETP request.

The King County Superior Court recently ruled in favor of a client’s appeal of the denial of his request for spousal deeming [Trimble vs DSHS].  The judge concluded that the MBs concerning ETPs for spousal deeming were rules that were not adopted through the rule-making process and thus found them invalid.  The MBs have been declared invalid insofar as they relate to the spousal deeming issue and should be withdrawn.  To reflect this change, MB-AASA-AAA-98-36 and MB-AASA-HCS-98-32 dated June 1, 1998 have been amended.  The revised copy is attached.  MB-AASA-AAA-97-85 and MB-AASA-HCS-97-64, dated September 11, 1997 has been rescinded.

A COPES client living in an ARC, EARC, AFH, or AL receives a maintenance needs amount equal to the one person MNIL.  The client retains a personal needs allowance of $58.84 and pays the remainder of the MNIL to the facility for the cost of room and board.

Effective immediately, allocating/deeming income from the COPES client’s maintenance needs allowance (room & board) to the Community Spouse will NOT be permitted.  New requests are to be denied. may only be authorized on a case by case basis through the exception to policy process in Chapter 1 of the Long Term Care Program Manual. Clients for whom an ETP for allocating/deeming income from the client’s maintenance needs allowance to the Community Spouse had previously been granted are to be continued. 
Inquiries to:

Chris Toombs, COPES Program Manager




Marrianne Backous, Acting COPES Program Manager




Home and Community Programs




Mail Stop:  45600




E-mail:  Toombca@dshs.wa.gov



E-mail:  Backomr@dshs.wa.gov




Telephone:
(360) 493-2536




Mary Lou Percival, Financial Program Manager




Home and Community Programs




Mail Stop:  45600




E-mail:  perciml@dshs.wa.gov




Telephone:   (360) 407-0312







Penny Black, Acting Director







Home and Community Services Division

cc:
Financial Program Managers

