
MDS 2.0 DISCHARGE AND REENTRY FLOWCHART FOR WASHINGTON STATE 

 

• Temporary Home Visit 
• Temporary therapeutic leave 
• Hospital observational stay < 24 hrs. where hospital does 

not admit and nursing facility does not discharge 

Discharge or reentry tracking 
form not appropriate 

Resident Leaves 
Nursing Facility 

• Permanent discharge to private residence 
• Deceased in nursing facility 
• Nursing facility discharges to hospital or other care setting 
• Admitted to hospital (regardless of whether nursing facility 

discharges or formally closes record) 
• Hospital observation stay > 24 hr., regardless of whether 

hospital admits or nursing facility discharges 

Discharge tracking form 
Required 

Prior to discharge:  Initial 
Admission assessment (AA8a=1) 

completed for this stay? 

Discharge code = 8 (discharged prior to completing 
initial assessment) on discharge tracking form 

NO YES 

YES NO 
Resident later returns 

to nursing facility? 

NO Resident later returns 
to nursing facility? 

YES NO YES Resident later returns 
to nursing facility? 

Discharge code = 7 (return anticipated) on 
discharge tracking form 

Discharge code = 6 (return not anticipated) 
on discharge tracking form 

Return anticipated? 
NO YES 
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 Further tracking not 
required by Federal 
regulations 

 
 Subsequent tracking 

may be completed at 
the nursing facility’s 
option or as required 
by the state 

 
 

 Reentry tracking form NOT 
required by CMS or 
Washington State.  

 
 New Initial Admission 

assessment (AA8a =1) 
Required  

 
 Medicare 5-day 

assessment required if 
starting Medicare. Part A 
stay covered stay 

 Further tracking not 
appropriate under 
federal regulations 

 Washington State 
         requires a reentry  

 tracking form, if resident 
returns within 120 days 
of discharge. 

 New Initial Admission 
assessment (AA8a =1) 
required  

 Medicare return/ 
readmission assessment 
required if Medicare Part 
A stay continuing 

 Medicare 5-day 
assessment required if 
starting Medicare Part A 
covered stay 

 Further tracking not 
required by Federal 
Regulations 

 
 Subsequent tracking 

may be completed at 
the nursing facility’s 
option or as required by 
the State 

 Reentry tracking form 
required. 

 Next scheduled 
assessment required if 
due or past due. 

 Significant change 
assessment required if 
significant change. 

 Medicare return/ 
readmission assessment 
required if Medicare Part 
A stay continuing. 

 Medicare 5-day 
assessment required if 
starting new Medicare 
Part A covered stay. 


